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Sir:. 



Applicants hereby submit an Information Disclosure Statement along with attached form(s) 



This statement qualifies under 37 C.F.R. §1.97, subsection (b) because: 



□ (1) It is being filed within 3 months of the application filing date and is other than 
a continued prosecution application under § 1 .53(d) 
--OR-- 

0 (2) It is being filed within 3 months of entry of a national stage 

--OR-- 

(3) It is being filed before the mail date of the first Office Action on the merits 
~ -OR- 

LJ (4) It is being filed before the mailing of a first Office Action after the filing of a 
request for continued examination under § 1.1 14. 

LJ 37 GF.R. §1. 97(c), If this statement is being filed after the latest of: (1) three months beyond 
the filing date of a national application; (2) three months beyond the date of entry of the 
national stage as set forth in §1.491 in an international application; or (3) the mailing date of 
a first Office action on the merits, but before the mailing date of the earlier of a final office 
action under § 1 . 1 1 3 or a notice of allowance under §1.311, then: 

1 | a certification as specified in § 1 .97(e) is provided below; or 

I I a fee of $180.00 as set forth in §1.17(p) is authorized below, enclosed, or included 
with the payment of other papers filed together with this statement. 

LJ 37 C.F.R. §L97(d). If this statement is being filed after the mailing date of the earlier of a 
final office action under §1.1 13 or a notice of allowance under §1.31 1, but before payment of 
the issue fee, then: 

A. a certification as specified in § 1 .97(e) is completed below; and 

B. a fee of $180.00 as set forth in §1.17(p) is authorized below, enclosed, or included 
with the payment of other papers filed together with this statement. 

|~| Copies of each of the references listed on the attached Form PTO/SB/08 are enclosed 
herewith. 

£3 Copies of references listed on the attached Form PTO/SB/08 are enclosed herewith EXCEPT 
THAT: 

I I In view of the voluminous nature of references, and the likelihood that these 
references are available to the Examiner in the file history of the parent application 
(Serial No. ), copies are not enclosed herewith. 

I I If any of the foregoing publications are not available to the Examiner, 
Applicant will endeavor to supply copies at the Examiner's request. 

1X1 Copies of only foreign patent documents and non-patent literature are enclosed in 
accordance with 37 CFR 1.98 (a)(2). (The U.S. patents and each U.S. patent 
application publication listed on the attached Form PTO-1449 are not enclosed.) 
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LJ There are no listed references which are not in the English language. 



1X1 The relevance of those listed references which are not in the English language is as follows: 
Japan Patent Publication 10179622 A2 was published in Japanese and PCT applications WO 
95/05783 Al, WO 98/48717 Al and WO 99/23963 Al were published in French. The 
English language abstracts and the drawings of each are sufficient to convey the scope of 
their disclosure. 

Should the Examiner believe that a complete translation of any of the Japanese or French 
PCT publications is necessary to understand their disclosure, Applicants will endeavor to 
provide such translation at the Examiner's request. 

I I Attached are copies of search report(s) from corresponding patent application(s), submitted 
in accordance with MPEP 609 D in support of the attached certification under 37 CFR 
1.97(e)(1). 

□ Attached are the following non-published pending patent applications which may be deemed 
. relevant. 

^ Fee Authorization. The Commissioner is hereby authorized to charge the above-referenced 
fees of $0.00 and charge any additional fees or credit any overpayment associated with this 
communication to Deposit Account No. 23-24 1 5 (Docket No.299 1 4. 70 1 .405) . 



Respectfully submitted, 

WILSON SONSINI GOODRICH & ROSATI 

Dated: 

650 Page Mill Road 
Palo Alto, CA 94304-1050 
(650) 493-9300 
Customer No. 021971 
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